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To the Chairman and Members of the 
Cranbrook Rural District Council, 


MR, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year 
1955. The report is prepared on the lines indicated in the Ministry 
of Health Circular No. 17/55 dated 23rd. November, 1955. 


During the year under review, the health of the rural 
district has proved very satisfactory. 


The number of Births per thousand of the population was 
15.1 and this rate, corrected for comparison with other districts, 
and England and Wales as a whole, was 13.6, as compared with 13.7 in 
1954. The Birth Rate for England and Wales was 15.0. 


The total number of deaths registered, showed an increase 
of fourteen over the previous year and the Death Rate per thousand of 
the population was 11.7. This rate, corrected for comparison with 
other districts, and England and Wales as a whole, was 9.7, as compared 
with 9.0 in 1954. The Death Rate for England ani Wales was 11.7. 


The number of infant deaths during the year was seven giving 
Infantile Mortality Rate of 35.5. This rate is high as compared with 
the rates for recent years which were as follows:- 


Pee se 1542. 
fee es oe 1950, 
ewes se 20.6, 
Tet oss se Thee 


Five of the deaths registered were caused by either 
prematurity or congentfal malformations. The Infantile Mortality 
Rate for England and Wales for the year was 24.9. 


Tuberculosis 


The number of new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis notified 
during the year was six compared with eleven in 1954. The following 
table shows the number of new cases notified over the preceeding ten 
years. 
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The Tuberculosis Death Rate for 1955 was 0.13 as compared with 
0,07 in the previous year and 0.14 in the two preceeding years, 


Infectious Diseases 


Infectious disease notifications received during the year 
numbered two hundred and thirteen as compared with one hundred and 
seventy-seven notified in 1954. Of this number, one hundred and 
five cases of Measles were notified. The disease was prevalent 
during the earlier months of the year and showed a decline during 
the summer and early autumn, while in December there was a sharp 
rise in notifications. Whooping Cough was prevalent throughout 
the year, the highest incidence being in July and August and in all 
Cighty-two cases were notified. No deaths occurred from either 
Measles or Whooping Cough, 


Pneumonia 


Twelve cases of Pneumonia were notified during the year as 
compared with nine in the previous year. Hight deaths were attrib- 
uted to the various types of this disease. The Death Rate from 
Pneumonia was 0,60, : 


Scarlet Fever. 


Six cases of Scarlet Fever were notified as compared with ten in 
the previous year and forty~eight in 1953. All of these cases were of 
a mild type and were nursed at home, 


Food Poisoning 
WAS 
One cases of Food Poisoning ware notified during the year, The 
causal organism was salmonella.typhi-murium, but the source of infect- 
ion was not discovered, 


Para-Typhoid 


One case of Para-typhoid was notified in a school boy who had 
visited the Continent during the school holidays, From an invest- 
igation of the history of the case, it was apparent that the boy was 
infected abroad. 
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Poliomyelitis. 


Two cases of non-paralytic amd two cases of paralytic Poliomyelitis 
were notified during the year. One of the non-paralytic cases occurred 
in a child of a London Family who were engaged on hop-picking in the 
district. All the cases occurred in children aged between two and five 
years. 


The incidence of infectious disease reported from the hop fields 
was negligible. 


Diphtheria Immunisation. 


During the year the number of inoculations given at the welfare 
clinics am by doctors in the district was one hundred am forty-five 
primary and seventy-seven re-inforcing. Corresponding figures in 
1954 were two hundred and sixty-one primary and one hundred and fifty- 
six re-inforcing. It is rather disturbing that there has been such 
a marked decline in the number of children immunised, Diphtheria 
iumunisation is a sure and safe means of protection against this grave 
di.sease. No case of diphtheria has occurred in the rural district 
since 1950. We can ensure that this satisfactory position will 
continue only by maintaining a high level of immunity ogainst diphth- 
eria in the child population. The figures shown in tables Nos. 8 
and 9 on page 16 were kindly supplied by the County Medical Officer, 


Vaccination. 


One hundred ard sixty-eight persons were vaccinated and twenty- 
four were re-vaccinated, During 1954 the figures were one hundred 
and forty-nine and thirteen respectively, The number of children 
under the age of two years who were vaccinated was one hundred and 
forty-four. The County Medical Officer also supplied the figures 
shown in table No. 10 on page 17. 


I am pleased to be able to report, that during the year a start 
has been made on the Council's progremme of rehousing for people in 
sub-standard dwellings. 


The statistics shown on pages 20 to 32 of this Report give some 
idea of the many and varied duties undertaken by the Sanitary Inspecting 
staff, I am indebted to Mr. G. Longley the Surveyor and Chief 
Sanitary Inspector, for the preparation of and his comments on this 
section of the Report, 
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I should like to thank the Chairman and Members of the 
Health Committee snd the Chief Officers of the Council for their 
interest and co-operation in the working of the Department. My 
thanks are also due to the Staff of the Health Department 2 
their loyal assistance throughout the year, 


I em, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 
lee AG CROWLEY. 


Medical Officer of Health, 
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SUMMARY AND GENERAL STATISTICS AND PHYSICAL FEATURES, 


AREA: 44,315 acres. 


POPULATION: 15,030 (R.G's Estimate 1955) - 
13,788 (R.G's, Census figure 1951) 


DENSITY OF POPULATION: i.e. number of 


persons per acre: 0.36 
NUMBER OF INHABITED HOUSES: 4, 440 
NUMBER OF PERSONS PER INHABITED HOUSE: 54 
RATEABLE VALUE: £85 , 850 
SUM PRODUCED BY A PENNY RATE 1951/55: £315 
BIRTHS 
Live Births (Registered): Total Mole § Female 
legitimate ee ee ee 187 98 89 
Illegitimate .. oe ne 10 8 2 
vei 
Corrected Birth Rate: 13,6 
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population: 13.1 
Corresponding Rate for 195k: 135.2 
live Birth Rate for England and Wales: 150 
Stillbirths: Total Male Female 
legitimate ae se as 4 4 - 
Illegitimate .. ae oe - - ~ 
4 
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 births: se 
Corresponding Rate for 195k: 10.1 
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 Civilian population: 0.07 
Stillbirth Rate for England and Wales: 2301 
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DEATHS 


Males: 76 Females: 100 Total: 176 
Standardised Death Rate: el 
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population: Vek 
Corresponding Rate for 195): 10.8 
Death Rate for England and Wales: cee 

Number of women dying in, or in consequence 

of childbirth oe ee os Nil 
Maternal mortality per 1,000 total 

registered births .. oe ee 0.0 

Total number of deaths from:- 1954. 1955 
Cancer (211 ages) = ae we 25 26 


Measles (all ages) a ee ee = = 
Whooping Cough (all ages) .. ee = = 


INFANTILE MORTALITY 


Deaths of infants under one year of age:- 
Total Male Female 


legitimate en ae 18 7 3 hk. 
Illegitimate ee ee ee = - ~ 
v4 


Deaths of infants under one year of age per 1,000 
live births: 55.5 419543 15.2) 


Infant Mortality for England and Wales: 24.9 
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‘Table No. 


1. 


CAUSE OF DEATH 


Uberculosis, respiratory oe = 


erculosis, other oe ee oe 
Militic disease au ae ee 
htheria ee ee eo eo 


T jooping Cough ee eo ee ee 


leningococcal infections - ss 
igete Poliomyelitis — a oe 


isles ee ee ee eo 


align % neoplasm, stomach .. oe 
lalignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus .. 
lalignant neoplasm, breast .. os 


Lignant neoplasm, uterus .. 
er malignant and lymphatic Reopens 


eukaemia, aleukaemia .. ea as 
labetes .. ee -* es me 
cular lesions of nervous system .. 
ronary disease, angina an ee 
bertension with heart disease oe 
ther heart disease ee ee ee 
Circulatory disease ... oe 

al EMAa se ee ee ee ee 
leumonia .. ws oy re nie 
nchitis oe ee ee eo ee 
diseases of respiratory system 

er of stomach and duodenum a 
fritis, enteritis and diarrhoea .. 
ritis and nephrosis a _ 
perplasia of prostate di a 


egnancy, childbirth, abortion .. 


MOngenital malformations ate oe 

"her defined and ill-defined diseases 
. aa vehicle accidents .. 6 ee 
Ll other accidents os oe oe 
ud ide oe oe oe ee oe 
lomi.cide and operations of war oe 
Total All Causes oe 


ler infective and parasitic Sieacces 


TABLE SHOWING SUMMARY OF. CAUSES OF DEATHS DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 31ST, DECEMBER, 1955. 
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Table No. 50; 


SEASONAL INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIABIE INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The tables which appear on pages 13, 14 and 15 give various 


statistics relating to Tuberculosis. 


Table No. Sy 


New Cases Recoveries Deaths 
AGE PERIODS ie Pul- ae Pul- Non=- 
poet wees 1. monary | Pul. 


Under 5 years 
5 - 14 years 
15 - 2h years 
3 - 4) years 
45 - 64 years 
65 and over 
Age unknown 


TOTALS: 
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Table No. - ° 


: TUBERCULOSIS 


SUMMARY OF CASES 


Pul- Non~ Pul- Non- 
mon. Pulmonary {Mona Pulmona Total 
Female 


Cases removed a = 


Cases on Register 
EY fae of 12), Bs) 267 
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DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION 


Number of children under the age of 15 years on 31st 
December, 1955, who had completed a course of inmunisation 
at any time before that date (i.e., at any time since 1st 
January 1941). 


Table No. 8 
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Last complete 
course of 
injections 
(whether 
primary or 
booster) 


mo! - 1955. 


Number of children resident in the district who were 
immunised against diphtheria during the year emed 31st 


December, 1955. 
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Table No. 9. 
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1955 
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1953 
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1950 
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VACCINATION 


Number of persons who were vaccinated against smallpox, 


during the year ended 31st December, 1955. 


Table No. 10. 


YEAR OF Q Pe 
| BIRTH 
Primary 

Vaccination Beat 13 


| 7 Rew 
Vaccination 
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NURSING HOMES 


Table No, 11. 


Number | Number of bedS provided for:- 


of 
Homes Maternity | Others 
Homes first registered 
during the year ee - - 
Homes on the register at 
the beginning of the year 2 2h 2h 


During the year regular visits were made by the 
Medical Officer of Health to the Registered Nursing Homes 
in the district. Details of the Homes appear in the above 


table. 
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AMBULANCE FACILITIES 


The Kent County Council Ambulance Service stationed at 
the Vestry Hall, Beer oc continued to be operated by 
members of the British Red Cross Society. The members of 
this Society worked during the year 4,06) voluntary hours, 
these being mainly in the evenings and on Sundays and the 


remainder on members' leisure half-day holidays. 


The Dressing Station at the Vestry Hall, open during 
the day for the treatment of minor accidents, continued to 


be used by the local people, 


I am indebted to the Officerin Charge of the station 


who kindly supplied this information, 
MEDICAL EXMATNATIONS 


During the year I carried out a medical examination 


in connection with a new appointment, 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE DISTRICT 


Dear Sir, 


I have pleasure in submitting herewith report on the work carried 
out by the Sanitary Inspectors during 1955. 


Water Supplies. 


Regular routine samples of water are taken from the mains of the 
Mid Kent Water Co., in various parts of the district, am all such 
samples were reported to be satisfactory, 


The proportion of houses with a supply of main water is approx- 
imately 94.9% 


Sewerage. 


The improvements to the drainage and sewage disposal of Hawkhurst 
were commenced in the Spring, and work continued throughout the year, 
The work consists of the construction of a new disposal works to the 
south of the village, the enlargement of the existing works at 
Heartenoak, and the laying of intersecting sewers to pick up existing 
drainage. 


In April, an Inspector for the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government held an investigation into the proposed main drainage 
scheme for Benenden, The scheme was subsequently approved in 
principle and tenders were obtained for carrying out the work. By 
the end of the year final approval by the Ministry to the scheme was 
still awaited, 


In December, an Inspector for the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government held an investigation into the proposal for constructing 
& new sewage disposal works at Cherry Gardens, Goudhurst, in place of 
the existing derelict works. The proposal was subsequently approved. 


Housing 


The tables set out later in the Report give figures of the work 
carried out, 


During the year the Council completed the erection of twenty-seven 
houses, twenty-one at Court Stile, Cranbrook, two and Iden Green, Benenden, 
and four at Sandhurst. 


In addition nineteen new dwellings were completed in the district 


by private builders, and two were provided by the conversion of other 
premises, 
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Applications for Improvement Grants were agreed in respect of 
forty-one houses to be improved, two proposals to convert single 
properties into two dwellings, snd one conversion of a building not 
previously so used to a dwelling, 


During the year three Clearance Orders were made in respect of 
areas containing a total of twelve houses, 411 three Orders were 
subsequently confirmed. 


Individual houses represented to the Council as being unfit and 
incapable of repair at a reasonable cost numbered seventeen, and of | 
these in six cases undertakings were accepted from owners as to their 
future use, and in the remaining eight cases demolition orders were 
made, Three were carried forward for action in 1956, 


Meat and Food 


Six slaughterhouses are licensed in the area and regular weekly 
slaughtering is carried out at four of the establishments. At the 
remaining two slaughterhouses killing is not so regular. Slauchtering 
is confined almost exclusively to the businesses of the occupicrs and 
generally the quality of animals killed is excellent. All aninals 
notified as being slaughtered have been inspected. 


Milk 


Much of the milk supplied to the area is now delivered to the 
retailers in bottles as pasteurised or tuberculin tested milk, 


Ice Crear 


The premises registered for the sale of ice cream all obtain 
their supplies from outside the district, and the bulk of the ice 
cream is now pre-wrapped, 


Hop-Pickers' Camps 


Throughout the hop-picking season as many inspections as possible 
were made, and all canps were inspected prior to occupation, 


The usual annual visit by an Inspector of the Medical Department 
of the Ministry of Health was carried out and five camps of varying 
sizes were visited, 


The hop-picking season was shorter than usual lasting only for 
& period of three weeks and was favoured with good weather, 


Maintenance of the camps was generally satisfactory this again 
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‘being aided by the good weather, 
' Further hop-picking machines were in use this year. A total 


j of eighteen farms in the district and one farm outside but with huts 
in the district, now have picking machines, 


. Routine inspections have been carried out of premises where food 
is prepared, and conditions are generally satisfactory. 


I would like to express my appreciation of the support given at 
times by Members of the Council and yourself, 


G LONGLEY. 


Surveyor and Chicf Sanitary Inspector 
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Table No. 12. 


THE FOLLOWING TABLE GIVES A GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE WORK CARRIED 
OUT BY THE SANITARY INSPECTORS DURING THE YEAR 1955:- 


Visits to Bakehouses ais 


“4 " Butchers' Shops pe a = se ‘ os 
" " Dairies a) ay a a's ae aw si 
a "Ice Cream premises .. ae ale ob tis a 
7 " Tiicensed premises .. ae ae 23 oe 
. " Restaurents and Kitchens .. ee ‘i's . ° 
. " Slaughterhouses oe ee ee oe ee : 
Z "Theatres, Cinemas, etc. os ‘ - ‘ . 
. " Other food premises .. we si oe ‘ ° 
Visits to Baths os as oe oe 5 oe 
. " Moveable dwellings .. os we a oe 
; 4 " Factories ee ave os be “ ; - 
: r " Stables = as oe ae ae we aR 
2 " Streams ne se PY) ee es ° ; 
m " Verminous premises .. <- die a ae a 
’ " Workplaces on — - evs ee iy oe 
Visits re Infectious Diseases .. es ee 26 ee ee 
. " Insects and various pests .. +P ae ae as 
x " Keeping of animals .. ae AP a a se 
* " Offensive trades “- _- o we ie =e 
; ‘i " Overcrowding .. oe . ee oe oe ve 
$ ” " Rat/Mice infestation 7 a ‘2 as ne 
i "Shops Acts ss a a Se ee ae ua 
; ? " Smoke Nuisances mie we oe ae os am 
5 sf "Water supply .. ou dis oe oe a ith 
. "Hop=pickers' Camps .. ae sa a ole - 
— 
_ Houses disinfected ce a a is 8 ia =r 
’ ” disinfested ie ae ot es as os ‘i 
Smoke tests to drains .. oe 6 aie 4 ae a 
Water tests to drains .. eo oe re oe ee o8 
Informal notices served on houses... as Sim sis = 
Houses rendered fit in consequence of informal action .. oe 
Formal notices served re houses oa we oe ae oe 
3 " complied with by owner as ae as we 
. . * DY « SOOUDAET | s« ae aS Ge 
2 e ey m * ‘Ioeal Authority in default .. 
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Table No. 13. 
CIEARANCE AREAS AND INDIVIDUAL UNFIT HOUSES 
No. of dwellings No. of perso! 
demolished displaced 


Clearance Areas (Housing Act, 1936) .. .. - = 


eooeeoeeoevee oe 


DEMOLITION AND CLOSING ORDERS 
Houses Persons 


displaced 
Housing Act, 1936 
Houses demolished as a result of formal or 
informal procedure under Section 11 ae ee o's - - 
Houses closed in pursuance of an undertaking 
given by the owners under Section 11, and 
still in force tg $9 as Sees ee) ele 2 20 
Parts of buildings closed ee ee ee oe ee - <4 
Housing Act, 1949 
Closing Orders under Section 3(1) .. Bo ek - - 
Demolition Orders determined and Closing Orders 
substituted under Section 3(2) os oe an oe - se 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953 
Closing Orders made under Section 10(1) .. .. oe - - 
REPATRS 
Informal Action 
Number of houses rendered fit during the period as 
a result of informal action by the local 
authority under the Public Health of Housing Acts. wie a 95 
Action under Statutory Powers 
Public Health Acts 
Number of houses in which defects were remedied after 
service of formal notices 
(a) by owners oe rie Jiu - 
(b) by local authority 4 fn deeante E aners Sra ae - 
Housing Act, 1936 
Number of houses made fit after service of formal 
notices 
(a) by owners ee ee ee ee a 
(b) by local authority 4 in default of owners di he - 
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Table No. 14. . 
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


Food Premises 


The total number of food premises in the area, set out by 
types of premises is given below:- 


Bakehouses fares’ 14 
Ice Cream (manufacturers) - 
Ice Cream (storage/sale) 48 
Dairies gists ce 6 
Butche rs dats Ie 
Sausage Manufacturers 13 
Restaurants and cafes 2/7 
Grocers inka 32 
Confectioners see. 20 
Greengrocers Sees 8 
Fish Shops aacie 3 

181 


Number of visits to food 
premises (other than 
slaughterhouse s) 258 


iducational Activity on Food Hygiene 


, No lectures on food hygiene have been held for food handlers. 
Inspections are carried out by the S«nitary Inspectors and the general 
tandard of cleanliness is reasonable. 


s Act 


ood and Drug 1938 


The number of premises registered under Section 14 of the 
is as follows:- 


Premises used for sausage making 15 
* 3 " manufacture of ice cream = 
w : "sale and storage of ice 
cream 


Number of inspections of these premises 92 
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TNSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD (continued ) 


ilk Suppl 


Licences in force at the end of the year :- 


: 


steurisers'! Licences an a as os os 
Dealers' Licences: Pasteurised Milk es a 7 
Sterilised he Bis ae 5 
Tuberculin Tested ee ts if 
Te ce (pasteurised) oe ee = 
upp.lLeme nt ar; Pasteur L sed ee oe ee 4 
Licences: Sterilised ie oe aa - 
r Tuberculin Tested aes - 1 
| Number of Distributors of Milk in the District:- 

(a) with premises inside the District ae 14. 
(b) with premises outside the District - 1 

amber of Dairies in the District (excluding fams) 
Number of shops selling bottled milk .. sf sr 6 


Thirteen samples of designated milk were submitted to the 
acteriologist for examination, and three were found to be unsatisfactory. 


Four samples were sent for biological test, ami in all cases the 
ts were negative. 


at and Other Foods 


Unsound food surrendered by retail and wholesale stores:- 


C. Oo. Ibs 
Tinned goods Te op 4h, 
Meat Slane sia ee oe 6. 


13. 26 20 


sposal of Condemned Foods 


Normally only small quantities of food are condemned at one time and these 
i @ treated appropriately aml disposed of under supervision at refuse 

} tips, Arrangements are made for largerquantities of condemned meat to 

ik 2 isposed of to glue manufacturers. 


1 Samples of food and drugs examined by the 
' ; Public Analyst. eoce Nil. 
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| INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD (continued) 
oo Slaughterhouses 


TABIZ OF CARCASES INSPECTED AND FOUND UNFIT 


finer nied... 196 p= | | a 6u7 


Number inspected ees 198 286 647 


All diseases except. 
Tuberculosis: = 
Whole carcases found unfit 1 
| Careases of which some part 
|} or organ was found unfit 1h, 4 
| Percentage of the number 
| inspected affected with 
| disease other than 
| Tuberculosis 7% 2.8% | 0.8% 
| Tuberculosis only:- 
Whole carcases found unfit 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ was found unfit 10 11 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
Tuberculosis 5% 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD (Continued) 


Ice Cream 


Regisiration of Premises 


Total number of registered premises:- 


For manufacture eoes - 
For storage and sale .... 48 


Number of premises registered during the year:- 


For manufacture aa e - 
For storage and sale .... 3 


Four samples of ice cream were collected all of which 
were classified as Grade 1. 


Water Supplies 


Bacteriological Samples 


Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 
Samples of main water 44 = 
Samples of watersother 
than mains 5 = 


Chemical Samples 


Samples of main water - _ 
Samples of watersother 
_ than mains - ~ 


3. 98 = 
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Table No. 15. 


DESTRUCTION OF RATS AND MICE 


Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949 


The following are particulars of the inspections made 
and work carried out by the Rodent Operator: - 


Rats 
Number of complaints reccived aiaale oe 51 
" " premises infested er aes 265 
. " infestations found as a result of routine 
enquiries ease aece 21h, 
Number of premises disinfested:- 
(a) Dwellings and schools — ee 249 
(b) Council properties (Sewage works, refuse 
tips, etc., ) bea ae 15 
(c) Food premises Petr Per 
(ad) Other premises gaat nics - 
Total number of visits ceee wes 580 
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Table No. 16. 


ERADICATION OF INSECT PESTS 


Details of the work of eradicating insect pests, carried 
out during the year by the Rodent Operator, under the supervision 
of the Sanitary Inspectors, are as follows:- 


Number 

Fleas: 

Premises disinfested .... eae 5 

Visits eeee eeee 10 
Bugs: 

Premises disinfested sielaa edits Nil 

Visits e@eee @eeee Nil 
Beetles: 

Premises disinfested Beane aoe 2 

Visits aetdup dietaca 5 


ne SOME 


Mebte No, 1/7. 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948 


1. Inspections, 


Number of 


Written jOccupiers 
Inspections |Notices [prosecuted 


Register 


Factories in which 
peetions 1,2,3, 

4 and 6 are to be 
enforced by Local 
Authorities 


ea 


Factories not 
included in (1) in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 


(iii) Other Premises in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 
(excluding out- 
workers' premises) 


62 


29 
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2. Cases in which defects were found, 


= 
Number of cases in which dsreyi es 
defects were found rie 
. | which pro- 
Particulars Referred. secutions 


Found |Romedied |To HM, By H.M. were 
Inspeotor. |Inspector, |instituted. 


Want of cleanliness 
(S.1) 


Overcrowding (8.2) 


Unreasonable temperature 


(5.3) 


Inadequate ventilation 
(S. 4) 


Ineffective drainage of 
floors (8.6) 


Sanitary Conveniences 
(Ss e 7 a 
(a) Insufficient 
(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 


(c) Not separate for 
sexes 


Other Offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating to 
Outwork) 
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